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HIMHWRE Our Vision

W, B E— BRI R We aspire to be a world renowned Chinese Orchestra
with a uniquely Singaporean character

BT ER

IR, B3t Our Mission
To inspire Singapore and the World with our music

BTN ER

BREHEDR Our Values

K IZF IS Strive for excellence in our performances

PN Committed to teamwork

Open to innovation and learning
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Music Tuesdays: Melodies of Qin, Sheng and Ruan II

Bt Zhongruan: %1 Han Ying
HZ5/% Gugqin [ Sheng: #12Z& Zhong Zhi Yue

R WER

Lin Ji Liang

A Journey to Taishan
Bt Zhongruan: ¥ Han Ying

BaRAl= B (IEAB) . 2OkTE

Solitary Orchird Based on the Guyi Congshu,
transcribed by Wu Wen Guang

5% Guqin: #12& Zhong Zhi Yue

ME (HFREE) Wz E

Autumn Sounds (World Premiere) Zhong Zhi Yue

&% Guqin: #1285 Zhong Zhi Yue
#Bt Zhongruan: 51 Han Ying

MR (FrimsREE) EiRMZ

Breathe Il (Singapore Premiere) R
% Sheng: #i2 & Zhong Zhi Yue

=R (HFEE) il

Han Ying

Reflection in the Mirror (World Premiere)

FBt Zhongruan: #51 Han Ying

N B (BF) [ RUE (Kk) « MEE (BF%) « 885 6 « BEH (TE5R)
Ensemble: Ma Xiao Lan (Harp), Wu Ru-Ching (Daruan), Lim Kiong Pin (Diyin Sheng),
Zeng Zhi (Xiao), Benjamin Boo (Percussion)

2215 wiRag

The Recitation of Filial Piety Xu Jian Qiang

5% Guqin: #Z& Zhong Zhi Yue
it Xiao: Bi& Zeng Zhi

WMERE (FringeiE) EEBER. SBHRE

Composed by Robert Zollitsch,
re-arranged by Han Ying

Like You and | (Singapore Premiere)

AER: fzE (BE%) . 9 (Ph) . fMEw (BF%) | RUOB Ko« BRH ((TEFR)
Quintet: Zhong Zhi Yue (Gaoyin Sheng), Han Ying (Zhongruan), Lim Kiong Pin (Diyin Sheng),
Wu Ru-Ching (Daruan), Benjamin Boo (Percussion)

EREEH AV, THIFRE.

Approximate concert duration: 1 hour, no intermission.
BERME P ETHIT .

Post concert talk in English & Mandarin.

1



AN AR R H

Singapore Chinese Orchestra
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Singapore Chinese Orchestra (SCO), inaugurated in 1997, is
Singapore’s only professional national Chinese orchestra. SCO,
made up of more than 8o musicians, occupies the Singapore
Conference Hall, which is a national monument. With Prime
Minister Lee Hsien Loong as its patron, SCO takes on the twin
role of preserving traditional arts and culture and establishing
its unique identity through the incorporation of Southeast
Asian cultural elements in its music.

SCO has impressed a broadening audience with its blockbuster
presentations and is fast establishing itself around the world.
In 2002, it staged a symphonic fantasy epic Marco Polo and
Princess Blue as part of the opening festival of Esplanade —
Theatres on the Bay. The following year, SCO produced a
musical and visual conversation with Singapore’s most eminent
multi-disciplinary artist Tan Swie Hian at the Singapore Arts
Festival 2003. SCO celebrated Singapore’s 39 National Day
in 2004 with a spectacular concert — Our People, Our Music
— featuring 2,400 local music enthusiasts at the Singapore
Indoor Stadium. In 2005, it produced a mega musical
production, Admiral of the Seven Seas, as part of the Singapore
Arts Festival 2005. In 2007, SCO was part of the 240-strong
combined orchestra that performed at the Singapore National
Day Parade. In the Singapore Arts Festival 2008, SCO joined
hands with Theatreworks to present the ground-breaking
production Awaking, which brought together Kunqu opera
music and Elizabethan music. In 2009, SCO made history by
becoming the first Chinese orchestra to perform in the opening
week of the Edinburgh Festival, and in 2010, performed in
Paris as part of the Singapour Festivarts.

Well-known for its high performance standards and versatility,
SCO has performed at numerous prestigious events such as
the World Economic Forum and International Summit of Arts
Council in 2003, and the 2006 International Monetary Fund
(IMF) Annual Meeting.

SCO has toured various countries and cities including Beijing,
Shanghai, Xiamen, Nanjing, Suzhou, Macau, Hungary and
England. Recently in May 2014, SCO performed at the Shanghai
Spring International Music Festival and in Suzhou to celebrate
the Singapore-Suzhou Industrial Park’s 20'" anniversary. In
October 2015, SCO performed two concerts in Hong Kong at
the Tsuen Wan Town Hall and Hong Kong Cultural Centre.
Commissioned by Ministry of Culture, Community and Youth
as part of the Titian Budaya Singapore cultural season in Kuala
Lumpur, SCO also held its debut concert in Malaysia at the
iconic Petronas Twin Towers. These international platforms
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provided SCO with the opportunities to showcase its talents
and music, propelling it to the forefront of the international
music arena.

With its vision to be a world-renowned people’s orchestra, SCO
widens its outreach by performing regularly at various national
parks, communities and schools. SCO also commissions its
own compositions and organised the Singapore International
Competition for Chinese Orchestral Composition (SICCOC)
in 20006, 2011 and 20715 respectively. The competition aims to
promote compositions that incorporate music elements from
Southeast Asia, also known as “Nanyang music”. In 2012, SCO
organised Singapore’s first 23-day National Chinese Orchestra
Marathon, a spectacular feat that drew the participation of
31 local Chinese orchestras which participated with over 44
performances and an audience of 20,000. On 28 June 2014,
SCO created history through the second instalment of Our
People Our Music by creating two Guinness World Records
and three Singapore Book of Records with 4,557 performers
at the National Stadium, Singapore Sports Hub. It is with this
vision that SCO continues to inspire, influence, educate and
communicate through its music.
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Tsung Yeh — Music Director
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Tsung Yeh joined the Singapore Chinese Orchestra (SCO)
as Music Director in January 2002. Under his direction,
SCO expanded its repertoire with innovative works such as
Marco Polo and Princess Blue — A Symphonic Epic, Instant is
a Millennium — A Musical Conversation with Tan Swie Hian,
The Grandeur of Tang, Thunderstorm, Admiral of the Seven Seas
and Awaking. In Awaking, he melded Shakespeare and Tang
Xianzu'’s plays into one, elevating Chinese orchestral music to
a higher level. In 2013, Tsung Yeh was awarded the Cultural
Medallion, the highest accolade in the arts. He is also the
advisor to the Singapore Youth Chinese Orchestra.

As Music Director of Singapore’s National Day Parade 2007,
Tsung Yeh conceptualised a symphonic music structure with
supreme, textured virtuosity that incensed the national pride
in the air. 240 musicians from the SCO, Singapore Symphony
Orchestra, Singapore Armed Forces Central Band, Malay and
Indian ensemble, Nanyin ensemble and a chorus performed
under his baton before an audience of 277,000 and millions
of television viewers. In 2004 and 2014, Tsung Yeh directed
two mega orchestra concerts at the Singapore Indoor Stadium
and National Stadium, Singapore Sports Hub respectively, of
which, 2014’s concert of 4,557 musicians broke 2 Guinness
World Records and 3 Singapore Book of Records.

Tsung Yeh has brought SCO internationally and developed
the special artistic identity of SCO through the orchestra’s
sound and texture, comprising of East and West and Nanyang
heritage, which is unique to SCO. In March and April 2005,
he led the orchestra on a tour to Europe at Barbican Centre
in London, The Sage Gateshead and the Budapest Spring
Festival. In October 2007, SCO performed at the Beijing Music
Festival, China Shanghai International Arts Festival, Macau
International Music Festival, as well as at major concert halls
in Guangzhou, Zhongshan and Shenzhen. In August 2009,
SCO made history by becoming the first Chinese orchestra
to perform in the opening week of the Edinburgh Festival.

Tsung Yeh was the Music Director of the South Bend Symphony
Orchestra (SBSO) in the United States from 1988 to 2016.
In 1995, he was honoured with the ASCAP Award with the
South Bend Symphony Orchestra. Upon his retirement from
SBSO, Tsung Yeh was presented the “Sagamore of the Wabash
Award” from the Indiana State — the highest honour given by
the Indiana Governor, Mike Pence. 7 May 2016 was proclaimed
“Tsung Yeh Day” by the Mayor of the South Bend City, Pete
Buttigieg. Tsung Yeh is presently designated as the Conductor
Laureate by the South Bend Symphony Orchestra Association.
As part of the Conductors’ Mentor Programme sponsored
by the Chicago Symphony Orchestra, he worked with Music
Director Daniel Barenboim and Principal Guest Conductor
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Pierre Boulez. Tsung Yeh was formerly the Music Director of
the Northwest Indiana Symphony Orchestra and Hong Kong
Sinfonietta, and the Exxon/Arts Endowment Conductor of
the Saint Louis Symphony Orchestra. He served as Resident
Conductor of Florida Orchestra and was the Principal Guest
Conductor of Albany Symphony Orchestra of New York.

Tsung Yeh has collaborated with reputable international
orchestras including San Francisco, Tucson and New Haven
Symphonies, Calgary and Rochester Philharmonic, and orchestras
from Beijing, Shanghai, Guangzhou, Shenzhen, Hong Kong,
Taipei, Tokyo, Yokohama, France, the Royal Scottish National
Orchestra, Poland, Russia and Czech Republic. In April 1991,
he replaced the indisposed Barenboim at short notice and
conducted 3 successful concerts. As a recording artist, Tsung
Yeh has made various recordings under the HUGO, Delos
and Naxos labels.

Tsung Yeh is a distinguished professor at the China Conservatory
of Music and guest professor at the Shanghai Conservatory
of Music. He has taught conducting workshops hosted by the
Conductors Guild, The League of American Orchestras and the
Musik Hochschule of Zurich and is also active in conducting
masterclasses in Beijing, Shanghai, Hong Kong, Taiwan and
Singapore. His new appointments in recent years include the
Principal Guest Conductor of the China National Traditional
Orchestra, Artistic Committee Member of the Jiangsu Centre
for the Performing Arts and Senior Researcher of the He
Luting Chinese Music Research Institute of the Shanghai
Conservatory of Music.
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Han Ying — Zhongruan
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Han Ying, currently a Singapore Chinese Orchestra zhongruan
musician and an active composer, graduated with a Master’s
degree from the Shenyang Conservatory of Music with double
laude in professional and cultural studies. Since young, Han
Ying mastered Zhongruan performance techniques from ruan
and liuqin musician, educator and composer, Lin Ji Liang.
She also studied the ruan under Zhong Chang Hua. In 2003,
Han Ying was admitted into the Conservatory’s Composition
Department, doing her Masters by research, where she studied
under Professor Xu Zhan Hai. In Singapore, Han Ying studied
music composition under renowned composer, Law Wai Lun.

As a musician, Han Ying premiered two zhongruan works:
The Legend of Mountain Cuihua and Thought of Grieve-
Ruan and Orchestra in the 1°* National Instrumental Works
Competition and was awarded the Competition’s only award
in the Performance Category. In 2005, she also premiered the
works of Lin Ji Liang. Han Ying also performed with renowned
Jazz Band La Forge in 2012. Also in the same year, together
with guqin and sheng Musician Zhong Zhi Yue, she staged
the Melodies of Qin, Sheng & Ruan at the Esplanade Recital
Studio, premiering numerous works for the zhongruan. In
2013, Han Ying Premiered Grasslands Fantasia, written for
the solo Sheng, Guan and Ruan by Law Wai Lun and Tan
Kah Yong. In 2016, Han Ying performed By the Pond at the
Composer Workshop, a work written for Zhongruan and
Orchestra by Zhong Zhi Yue.

As an educator, Han Ying taught in numerous organisations
and schools including the Singapore National Youth Chinese
Orchestra, Nanyang Academy of Fine Arts and Singapore
Raffles Music College. The students under her charge have
gone on to be admitted into reputable music institutions such
as the Xian Conservatory of Music, Shenyang Conservatory
of Music, Art College of Xiamen University and the Nanyang
Academy of Fine Arts. Many of her students have gone on to
bag wins at the National Chinese Music Competition.
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Zhong Zhi Yue — Sheng / Guqin
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Zhong Zhi Yue, a young and accomplished musician specializing
in both the sheng and guqin, and also a composer, graduated
with a Master’s degree from the Shanghai Conservatory of
Music. He is currently a committee member of the professional
sheng instrument section and guqin instrument section of
the China Nationalities Orchestra Society and a member of
the Shanghai Musicians Association and the Shanghai Guqin
Research Association. Zhong Zhi Yue joined the Singapore
Chinese Orchestra as a sheng musician in 2010.

Zhong Zhi Yue started learning music since young. He enrolled
into the Secondary School of Shanghai Conservatory of Music,
studied sheng technique under the tutelage of Xu Chao Ming
from the Shanghai Conservatory of Music. He also trained
in the Guangling School of Guqin under Dai Xiao Lian, and
learned music composition from esteemed composers Xu
Jian Qiang and Law Wai Lun. In 2006, he graduated a year
early due to his outstanding academic results, with a sheng
Bachelor’s degree and guqin professional diploma.

He has starred in many major concerts and festivals in various
countries as both a soloist and with other performers, repeatedly
visiting France, Germany, Austria, Belgium, Netherlands,
Switzerland, Malaysia, Hong Kong and other countries.

Zhong Zhi Yue has recorded many audio CDs such as Tan
Dun’s Zen — Shaolin in addition to his own solo albums.

Zhong Zhi Yue has won many awards for his sheng and guqin
performances and compositions. These include first prize in
the second category of the 5" Dragon Music Academic Award’s
Chinese Traditional Music Bursary Competition for Sheng,
second prize at the 2009 CCTV Folk Music Competition in the
Sheng (Young Adult Category), an outstanding performance
award at both the 2009 7™ Chinese Golden Bell Music
Awards and at the 2007 first National Gugin Competition.
His composition Ins and Outs was awarded the first prize in
the 1** Xiang Yin Cup Folk Chamber Music Competition in
2007. His compositions were selected for performance at the
Singapore Chinese Orchestra’s Composer Workshop. Zhong
Zhi Yue was also invited by the Singapore Chinese Orchestra,
Ding Yi Music Company, China Shanghai International
Festival of Arts and numerous other arts organisations to
commission new works.
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Programme Notes
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Lin Ji Liang

A Journey to Taishan
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Composed during the autumn of 1982 by Lin Ji Liang, who is currently an Adjunct Professor at the
Shenyang Conservatory of Music and the Singapore Raffles Music College, this work for the solo
zhongruan titled A Journey to Taishan, was composed after the composer’s tour of Mount Taishan.
The work adopts the Chinese traditional music structure by incorporating distinct characteristics
of Shandong opera music, organically infusing performing styles of the guzheng and guqin. The
performing styles undergoes a series of changes before the 4 interrelated and distinctive parts of the
work, namely Roaming Zhongtian, Mountains and Rivers Accompanying my Shadow, Riding the Clouds
and Ascending to the Sky and Liberation at the Peak are developed.
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Solita ry Or chird Based on the Guyi Congshu, transcribed by Wu Wen Guang
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Arranged by Wu Wen Guang, who is currently a Professor at the China Conservatory of Music and a
Successor of the National Intangible Cultural Heritage of Guqin performing arts, he took reference
from the handwritten score of Guyi Congshu from the Tang Dynasty and arranged the work in
1979. The original work was originally handwritten during the Tang Dynasty and handed down by
Qiuming (479-590) from the Six Dynasties. It was once preserved at Shikama Kamikaru Institute in
Kyoto, Japan before it was shifted to the Tokyo Museum, where it is currently placed and regarded as a
national treasure. The work, which is rich in content, is in counts of four. While it is being played, the
audience can experience Confucius’s inner thoughts where his talents were not appreciated and his
feelings when he saw blooming orchids in the deep valley. Following a pentatonic scale, the melody
is a precious source for the study of music styles from the Wei, Jin and Six Dynasties, in addition to
its unique charm.
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Autumn Sounds (World Premiere) Zhong Zhi Yue
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“Autumn is the season for the literati to reflect and indulge in the cloudy charms of melancholy. You
could listen to the sounds of the wind and experience the beauty of autumn.” In ancient times, we
have the Seven Sages of the Bamboo Grove and Melodies of the Qin and Ruan. Composed by Singapore
Chinese Orchestra Sheng Musician, Zhong Zhi Yue, who is also an active composer himself, he
attempts a breakthrough through the sounds and performing styles of two traditional literati’s
instruments to showcase their unique charms.
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Naoyuki Manabe

Breathe Il (Singapore Premiere)
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This is neither the sound produced by a mysterious substance nor a sound produced by a mechanical
object. The human race exists because it breathes, which is also the warmest act. Composed in 2003
by Naoyuki Manabe who is an active composer and Gagaku musician, Breathe I, is a key theme for
the Breathing Series. The performing style of this piece emphasizes on trills.

ey (HFEE) 5

Reflection in the Mirror (World Premiere) Han Ying

FH BEHER> , REMBEREEIE. NHNEE, fSEE, BRSERRBNETS. ZHEELLH
CEEF> MABBSNM. «EE#> HENREBBERMFINEZELBERITETFERNET A
BZiE. REGANAEILHAFARBIRE «<EBEY :

ReFH R L, B2
BEAREY, BB AR
BEL—R, &BAETAT
FBARGT, wihPhKE
A SR, REMEK,

We have heard of Zhaojun Departs the Frontier, but never the music produced by Zhaojun’s pipa.
According to multiple historical sources, the pipa from the Han Dynasty does not refer to the pipa we
define today, but rather the predecessor of ruanxian, a string plucked instrument. The piece Reflection
in the Mirror was specially composed and presented to Zhaojun and ruanxian.

Reflection in the Mirror illustrates how Wang Zhaojun felt when she was dolling herself in front of her
antique bronze mirror with flower petals on the edge, just before she was sent off for a marriage with
a ruler of a minority nationality in a faraway place. The theme was extracted from the poem Wang
Zhaojun written by Yu Xin, a Northern Dynasty poet.

Weeping I leave my residence

and turn to look at Chaoyang for the last time.

The antique bronze mirror no longer parades the water caltrops

from my hairpin and begins reflecting the crescent beams instead. Brimming with teams, I begin travelling a thousand miles
wrapped with a cloth that is less than a foot. With my green top smouldering the horse’s sweat

and red sleeves brushing away the autumn frost, The mourning strings must be strummed harder

to express this parting tune that is filled with nothing but hatred.
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The Recitation of Filial Piety

«EZMWEy Z20125FFME “HCET ZHAMB—FHMPLERA =FZ55FN SRED—HEF
ZEE.GATRENERES FRREAIRMEMREE AEZNhESESHEXAEXAREUE
EMFERRRIER “UFBERT HERENEE.

The Recitation of Filial Piety was a commissioned piece for the 2012 Huayi — Chinese Festival of Arts,
which was performed during the Melodies of Classic Virtues: San Zi Jing and Di Zi Gui Concert in a
qin and xiao Duet. The composer sets this piece apart from the traditional gin and xiao ensemble
by incorporating modern composing techniques to illustrate a key Confucian value “Governing the
world with filial piety” practised by the Chinese.

E5{FEh. IR
Composed by Robert Zollitsch,
re-arranged by Han Ying

RIRE GRIKER)

Like You and | (Singapore Premiere)

FHEEEFHRESHESFREUEN _—EE, HBINSRNFTFIEUE. IAHRFAFEER
MEAERE, HEBERFRR, NI —NPELE, RUHKFAEZZHH:

ARALET 5 R [B 69 TR K, 1R &AL,
W R B Ak, 2o R R Ao, doF R Fe Ko

The original piece was a sheng and accordion duo by German composer Robert Zollitsch, re-arranged
by Han Ying for tonight’s concert. These reed instruments follow the same principle to produce
sounds, akin to a pair of Western and Oriental brothers as illustrated in Wang Yi’s poem —

What space separates is not us for we are inseparable,

Jjust like gin (plucked seven-string Chinese instrument) and se (an ancient Chinese plucked zither), wind and rain,
you and I.
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13 & 14.7.2018 Sponsored by:
2 # A R 7\ Friday & Saturday

8pm \C@f/
MIREREASTRT X

YANGZHENG FOUNDATION
SCO Concert Hall HeE Hed

D of the P ’
REAM Red Chamber

&1E Conductor:
i%?g Tsung Yeh #HHA Narrator:

XBEL effrey Low
FRIESTIE,
ALY EFRFA
Presenter for Hello Singapore,
Channel 8
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1 ﬁ == oprano:
HEr= o
;]:_S;:[; Tenor: 2285 \Wy Bi Xia
mBa
Jonathan Charles Tay

ZHUBEY, REFR! FMEERAN2018- 10 A FERLEURE ‘CAPHEZL BAFR.
COEBAMY LT ERKNEEAMS, E5SEGE, BAMBARERSAELTR. FRE M
REEER, FRIEF. F PEEGENRE SENERNEXEERBRIEZBERENES
BRI R . £ “BR UZE 7 PR FIENA M ESETIER DM DL IR AER, AN
“SHELE, AEJLA? 7 . XFWEHEME 2016 FEZHFRIGEAPLERTHREH,

SCO 2018-19 season opening concert presents two classical masterpieces. Dream of the Red
Chamber Suite has swept the Chinese community by storm for decades and remain deeply
etched in the minds of its audience. The Battle of the Red Cliff illustrates ancient battlefield
scenes depicting heroic scenes and times. Internationally-acclaimed soprano, Wu Bi Xia, hailed
as “the nightingale that sings songs of the East and West”, will enchant you into the world of
Cao Xue Qin. Lauded for singing the role of Ah Niu in SCO’s recent Musical Film Concert: Liu San Jie,
Jonathan Charles Tay will portray Cao Cao, who advocates the enjoyment of wine and songs, for
life is short. These two masterpieces were premiered at the Esplanade Concert Hall as part of
2016’s Huayi Festival.

EM (RinsSISTICU Z)

Ticket Prices (before SISTIC fee) BIB4EIE Chorus Mistress: AIBH Choir:
$98, $78, $68, $48/$30%, $25%* Y Z 8 Khor Ai Ming Vocal Associates Festival Choruses
“ff By Concession

sxEAIIL L SE PR Restricted View Seats
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